
Transport &
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The industry underpins the global economy, maintaining and transporting materials, personnel and 
facilities to almost every corner of the earth.
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The origins of logistics run back 
to ancient times, with Egyptians 
using sophisticated material 
transport equipment in the 
construction of the pyramids.

Due to the increasing 
complexity of the globalized 
supply chain the term 
“business logistics” has 
progressed since the 1960s.
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technology
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Major applications:

The Kanban and just-in-time 
(JIT) concepts were 
developed and introduced
at Japan’s Toyota Motor Co. 
between 1970 and 1980. 

Today the logistics industry is faced with numerous challenges such as increased competition from emerging markets, 
fuel price increases and ever increasing customer demands with lower costs.

Companies with high performance in the industry successfully combine expertise in numerous trade lanes, 
growth in emerging markets and impressive IT support, all maintained through operational excellence.

In the next five years growth in the logistics industry is expected to exceed the growth of GDP.

1960s

Deutsche Post DHL, 
the world’s leading 
mail and logistics 
services group, 
revenue in 2012 
increased to 55 
billion Euros.

Ensure presence in 
emerging markets.

Invest in new technologies allowing 
customers to track goods through 
each stage of the supply chain.

Assist in development of new 
materials which will assist in
lowering carbon footprints such as 
CO2 absorbing materials.

The largest multinational logistics companies 
operate in 200-220 countries worldwide.

Graph showing predicted annual growth rate between 2012 and 2015.
Highest growth anticipated in China and Asia Pacific. 

New trade corridors between Asia, Africa and South America will 
dramatically change global supply chains.

The quantity of goods required to serve the rapidly expanding 
global population will increase in the next two decades leading to a 
continued and increased demand for transport and logistics.
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