
Construction
Materials

Facing a difficult period through the global recession, players in the market are now beginning to give 
more focus to R&D and innovation, as the sector shows more signs of growth.
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The mudbrick is developed
as the first ‘complex’
building material, allowing
for sophisticated building 
construction.

A huge number of building materials 
are available to architects and 
engineers (depending on the creativity 
of the user), the vast majority of which 
are man-made, synthetic products. 

Globally concrete is the 
most popular construction 
material, accounting for 
double the total of all other 
materials combined.
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Major applications of construction materials:

Driven by reducing natural resources the building materials industry is becoming increasingly environmentally focussed 
with developments in materials from recycled sources and more energy efficient production methods.              

The future of the construction materials industry will be driven by increased energy costs and a need to cut 
carbon emissions; leading to increased regulation.

The construction materials market will grow due to global economic recovery, infrastructure investment and global
population growth.

China hold a large share of the world’s 
production for building materials – around 60% 
for cement, 60% for ceramics and 50% for steel.

Due to the wide variety of building materials the largest companies tend
to be conglomerates or groups operating across multiple material streams.

The production of building materials
from recyclable sources e.g. concrete
from ash from power furnaces.

More energy efficient production 
methods for material production.

The development of zero-emission 
buildings or taller buildings requiring 
material innovation. 

The estimated market size for the global 
buildings materials market is around $890 billion 
in 2015 rising to over $1,000 billion by 2017.

The US & APAC will drive the global drywall market
to become one of the highest annual growth sectors 
among all materials (7.4% growth).

Production of Portland cement is expected to increase continually given the current rate of 
consumption. Production in China is expected to decrease with India and other developing 
countries filling the gap.
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Over $200 billion is
being invested in
African infrastructure
projects... 

...whilst infrastructure 
investment in India
may reach $1 trillion.

$1
trillion

The top three companies (in order of market cap):
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OECD, other 
industrial nations 
and transition 
economies

Compagnie de Saint-Gobain CRH PLC UltraTech Cements
(Aditya Birla Group)

Projected

$200
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www.b2binternational.com

