
Food & Drink
Processing

As one of the largest and arguably most important industries, the food and drink processing sector is the 
highest source of employment in manufacturing. 
Historical development
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Insight

The future for the industry

Major players in the industry

In the last decade, global food 
prices rose twice as fast as 
inflation, driven by increased 
demand.

The date the world’s first 
multi-national food company 
was born following a merger 
of Lever Brothers and 
Margarine Union (Unilever). 

Rise of technology (canning, 
pasteurisation etc.), revolutionised and 
accelerated the industry by making 
processes more efficient and enabling 
development of food preservation.

Players in the industry are focusing on new products and services, improving operational efficiency and 
expansion in emerging markets.

The industry is set to continually increase due to population rise and developed countries becoming wealthier.

Once named as the world’s most profitable 
company, Nestlé currently has the largest 
global revenue of all food and drink 
companies at $100billion.

Greater demand for improved taste 
and healthier foods will increase, 
especially among developing 
markets.

The scarcity of resources and emphasis on sustainability will lend itself to 
the development of new technologies to cope with population increase.

Rise of developing countries and more disposable income will drive 
demand of more diverse and processed foods including meat and
luxury foods.

Safety and environmental concerns
will dominate, leading to ‘greener’ 
packaging, organic/fair trade foods
and improved safety regulations.

India and China are expected to have the largest increase of calories 
consumed from livestock, while Europe and USA/ Canada are levelling 
off or even decreasing slightly.

Greater efficiency to improve 
operational processes and
supply chain flow will necessitate
innovation in technologies.

The European market has been the 
world’s largest exporter of food and drink. 

However this is shifting to developing 
countries such as Brazil, China and 
Argentina. 

(These umbrella brands have a huge portfolio of 
thousands of well-known food and drinks brands, 
including Walkers, Cadburys, NESCAFÉ and Pepsi)
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Cold e.g. refridgerating/freezing

Heat e.g. pressure/acidified

Moisture e.g. drying/jams

Major preservation methods: Global food
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The food industry remains highly fragmented and localised; the 50 biggest food manufacturers account for less
than a fifth of global food sales.              
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